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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Transportation Committee 
From:  CMAP Staff 
Date:  Tuesday, February 20, 2024 
Subject:  Regional Climate Action Planning 
Purpose:  Provide regional climate action planning and implementation background to inform 

Transportation Committee discussion  
Action Requested:  Discussion 

 

The Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (MMC) and the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) are partnering to update and expand existing regional climate mitigation plans to 
assess greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and establish GHG reduction measures throughout the 
Chicago Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), including parts of Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin. 
The work is supported by a Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG), a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) initiative to fund state and MPO development and implementation of 
GHG reduction plans. CMAP seeks to inform and update the Transportation Committee on the 
planning process and context, including implementation funding opportunities, exploratory 
work with Argonne and Oak Ridge National Laboratories, and required GHG performance 
measures. Staff also seek committee member recommendations for engagement stakeholders. 
 
Climate Action: Planning for the Chicago MSA 
Funded by the Inflation Reduction Act, phase 1 of the CPRG requires participating states and 
regions to complete three phases of planning: 

• A priority climate action plan (PCAP) consisting of a focused list of quantified near-
term, high-priority, implementation ready measures to reduce GHG pollution. With 
CMAP support, MMC will update its 2021 Climate Action Plan to serve as the Chicago 
MSA’s PCAP by March 1, 2024. 

• A comprehensive climate action plan (CCAP) that addresses all significant GHG sources, 
sinks, and sectors; establishes near and long-term GHG emission reduction goals; and 
identifies strategies and measures to achieve those goals. CMAP will lead the CCAP 
process, including data analysis and modeling, policy development, and engagement 
with stakeholder and subject matter experts. The CCAP must be completed by July 2025. 

• A status report on implementation of CCAP GHG reduction strategies. CMAP will lead 
development of the status report by mid-2027. 

 
The CCAP will address the following sectors: industry, electricity generation, passenger 
transportation, freight transportation, commercial and residential buildings, agriculture, natural 
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and working lands, water and wastewater, and waste and materials management. The CCAP 
will include a GHG inventory, projections, and reduction targets, as well as quantified GHG 
reduction measures to meet reduction targets. It will also analyze strategy co-benefits, such as 
reductions to other pollutants, and benefits to low income and disadvantaged (LIDAC) 
communities. For each sector, CMAP will engage implementers, community organizations, 
advocates, and subject matter experts to establish decarbonization strategies, measures, and 
community benefits. 
 
As part of an ongoing climate conversation, CMAP seeks TC input on: 

• Organizations, including public agencies, local governments, non-governmental 
organizations, community-based organizations, advocacy groups, and subject matter 
experts, to engage in the CCAP process. 

• Partners that can help CMAP explore the full range of emissions sectors. 
• Plans, policies, and programs to consider as emissions reduction strategies. 

 
Climate Action: Implementation funding 
USEPA’s CPRG program has $4.3 billion to fund GHG reduction implementation measures at the 
state and local levels. Eligible projects must be explicitly or implicitly included in a relevant 
PCAP. To facilitate the region’s access to implementation funding, CMAP, MMC, and IEPA 
discussed this opportunity with regional stakeholders at a webinar (passcode: J81GHh^*) on 
December 18, 2023. Additionally, an online survey and numerous meetings have served to 
collect project ideas from regional stakeholders. CMAP’s CPRG briefing will explore the priority 
mitigation measures around which the region is coalescing.  
 
Clean Energy to Communities In-Depth Technical Assistance 
CMAP and its partners — ComEd and the Respiratory Health Association — received a $500,000 
award through the federal Clean Energy to Communities (C2C) initiative. The award pairs the 
partners with Argonne and Oak Ridge national laboratories to better understand the types and 
scale of action needed to foster a clean energy transition for the region's transportation 
system.  Achieving net-zero emissions in the transportation sector will require a combination of 
strategies, including system-wide vehicle electrification (public and private cars, busses, and 
trucks), mode shift to lower-energy forms of transportation (such as walking, biking, and 
transit), and operational changes to improve and harness existing efficiencies in the system.  
 
Upcoming GHG performance measure 
USDOT’s recent rulemaking adds a federal performance measure requiring states and MPOs to 
set reduction targets for GHG emissions on the national highway system (NHS) relative to 2022 
emissions. On February 1, IDOT established a target of a 2.6 percent reduction for tailpipe CO2 
emissions on the NHS from 2022 to 2026. MPOs have 180 days to set their own targets and 
CMAP anticipates adopting targets at the June MPO and Board meetings. There is no penalty 
for failure to meet targets.  
 
CMAP’s targets will be in effect until 2026 at which time they will be updated to align with the 
Climate Action Plan and the Regional Transportation Plan that will be considered for adoption 
in 2025 and 2026 respectively.  

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-09/CPRG%20General%20Competition%20NOFO.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/5xPfcVtiBbY-t4Pul6Sh7s221wtesD5uHjw6aA7VNQInC7IoCC12M3tVsoh-LkrDBcFtL3DjPpSTVv2W.veXBqY8hHoHqBNUT?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1702929685000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2Fwd3b4eW5G-a6sMgINOeyw8gumTEr8uAdwQtkQ3hh_QgPxdDjG5kFdOL_h4_JrWC_.-v186isjj_JN7MOc%3FstartTime%3D1702929685000%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-announces-25-million-help-communities-expand-affordable-and-reliable-clean-energy
https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-announces-25-million-help-communities-expand-affordable-and-reliable-clean-energy
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