Ch|CagO MetrOpOhtan 433 West Van Buren Street
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Agency for Planning Chicago, IL 60607
312-454-0400

CLIMATE COMMITTEE cmap.llinois.gov

AGENDA - FINAL

Thursday, February 26, 2026
1:00 PM

WORKSHOP

Please note this meeting is fully remote. You can join from your computer, tablet or smartphone.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83891162636?pwd=egriWWaYUMC6WrJ7jqpE9WNLeCpn926.1

Meeting ID: 838 9116 2636
Passcode: 771967

CMAP provides the opportunity for public comment. Individuals are encouraged to submit comment by
email to info@cmap.illinois.gov at least 24 hours before the meeting. A record of all written public
comments will be maintained and made publicly available.

The total cumulative time for public comment is limited to 15 minutes, unless determined otherwise by the
Chair. Public comment is limited to three minutes per person unless the Chair designates a longer or
shorter time period. Public comments will be invited in this order: Comments from in person attendees
submitted ahead of time; comments from in-person attendees not previously submitted; comments from
virtual attendees submitted ahead of time; and comments from virtual attendees not previously
submitted.

To review CMAP's public participation policy, please visit https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/committees. If
you require a reasonable accommodation or language interpretation services to attend or join the meeting,
please contact CMAP at least five days before the meeting by email (info@cmap.illinois.gov) or phone
(312-454-0400).
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1.0

2.0

3.0

3.01

3.02

3.03

4.0

5.0

6.0

7.0

Introductions
Announcements
Items for discussion

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District presentation 26-040
PURPOSE & ACTION: Present on the ongoing efforts of the MWRD.
ACTION REQUESTED: Informational

Update on the Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CAP) for Greater Chicago 26-041

PURPOSE & ACTION: CMAP staff will provide an update on the CAP with a focus on five of the plan’s
core actions, share implementation efforts already underway, and engage the committee in a
discussion on how CMAP can best support CAP implementation moving forward.

ACTION REQUESTED: Discussion

Attachments: Update on the Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CAP) for
Greater Chicago

Regional Transportation Plan and the century update 26-042
PURPOSE & ACTION: CMAP staff will provide an update on the RTP and TCP.
ACTION REQUESTED: Information

Attachments: Regional Transportation Plan update

Member Updates

Public Comment

This is an opportunity for comments from members of the audience.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Climate Committee will occur as an in person meeting on May 14, 2026 at
1:00pm.

Adjournment
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https://cmap.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3189
https://cmap.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3190
https://cmap.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d66f960b-d33f-43e3-b067-61fcf1d4ca08.pdf
https://cmap.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=3191
https://cmap.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=275c533a-1af5-483d-a612-bd6b4517e509.pdf

Agenda Item No. 3.02

Chicago Metropolitan pkiphor
Agency fOf PIanning cmap.illinois.gov | 312-454-0400
MEMORANDUM
To: CMAP Climate Committee
From: CMAP staff
Date: February 19, 2026
Subject: Update on the Comprehensive Climate Action Plan for Greater Chicago

Action Requested:  Discussion

Purpose

The project team will update the Climate Committee on the development of the
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CAP) for Greater Chicago, funded by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. Since the October
meeting, the team finalized the plan and submitted it to USEPA in advance of the December
2025 deadline. Staff have since focused on preparing the document for public release, including
design, formatting, and accessibility enhancements. The plan will be published in March 2026.

Thank you for your expertise and input through this process—your contributions have directly
shaped the plan. Members are encouraged to visit CMAP’s climate action webpage in March to
access the full document. As the plan is released, staff would appreciate the committee’s help
amplifying it. A social media toolkit will be shared, and members are encouraged to distribute
the CAP through their networks.

At the meeting, staff will provide an overview of the three policy scenarios illustrating the range
of emissions reductions achievable under different levels of policy ambition and coordination.
Staff will then highlight five core actions, alongside the most effective modeled strategies. Staff
will also share implementation efforts already underway and engage the committee in a
conversation on how CMAP can best support CAP implementation moving forward.



https://cmap.illinois.gov/focus-areas/climate/climate-action/

Agenda Item No. 3.03

Chicago Metropolitan ek R
Agency for Planning cmap.illinois.gov | 312-454-0400
MEMORANDUM
To: Climate Committee
From: CMAP Staff
Date: February 19, 2026
Subject: Regional Transportation Plan update

Action Requested: Information

CMAP is working with partners to develop the 2026 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) —a
long-term blueprint that will guide how our region invests in and improves its transportation
system over the coming decades. The RTP builds on the vision established in ON TO 2050 and
fulfills federal requirements for planning a multimodal transportation network, including
transit, roads and highways, freight, biking, walking, and accessible transportation for all users.
The plan will be presented to the CMAP Board and MPO Policy Committee in October 2026 for
approval.

The RTP will define shared goals, objectives, and strategies to improve the regional

transportation system. Five goal areas have guided the plan development process:
1. Strengthen connections between people and places

Prioritize safety and public health

Mitigate pollution and invest in resilient infrastructure

Support economic prosperity and inclusive growth

Strategically govern and fund the system

vk wnN

At the committee meeting, CMAP staff will present the proposed strategies under the goal to
mitigate pollution and invest in resilient infrastructure and seek committee member feedback.
Proposed strategies were identified through a holistic approach, including review of adopted
plans from across the region and of recently completed CMAP-led work, such as the
Transportation Resilience Improvement Plan (TRIP) and Comprehensive Climate Action Plan
(CCAP). Proposed strategies also incorporate stakeholder and partner feedback, including from
CMAP Board and Committee presentations, resource groups, and public engagement events.
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The strategies to mitigate pollution and invest in resilient infrastructure are included below,
organized by objective.

Goal: Mitigate pollution and invest in resilient
infrastructure

Objective: Reduce emissions and improve public health

e Accelerate the adoption of passenger EVs: The region should accelerate the
adoption of electric vehicles, which is the most effective way to reduce emissions from
vehicle travel. Transportation partners should implement a mix of sales requirements
and financial incentives for consumers to achieve a fully electrified passenger vehicle
fleet aligned with the region’s climate goals.

e Accelerate the shift towards electric freight vehicles: To accelerate the
electrification of freight trucks, transportation partners should implement strong sales
requirements, financial incentives for fleet owners, and indirect source rules that limit
pollution at sources of high activity. Because freight is one of the largest and most
geographically concentrated sources of emissions in the region, electrifying freight
provides critical emissions reductions and public health benefits.

e Build out charging infrastructure to support vehicle electrification: The
region should expand the electric vehicle charging network for both passenger and
freight travel to sustain rapid vehicle electrification. Transportation partners should
invest in chargers along expressways and major routes, at new and existing
developments and multifamily housing, at commercial and industrial freight hubs, and
curbside. Transportation partners should collaborate with utilities to ensure sufficient
power to meet charging demand, including through expansion of distributed energy
resources.

e Reduce vehicle miles traveled through mode shift: The region should reduce
emissions through efficient movement of people and goods. Investing in transit and
active transportation, advancing road pricing, and improving transportation system
management and operations can all reduce VMT, reducing emissions while easing
congestion, improving mobility, and maximizing use of existing infrastructure.

e Investintransportation projects and programs that reduce criteria pollutants: The
region should make targeted investments in transportation projects and programs to
reduce particulate matter, ozone, and nitrous oxide. Agencies should prioritize
investments in areas with the highest exposure and health risks, to improve air quality
and public health for communities disproportionately exposed to transportation
pollution.

e Use low carbon materials: Transportation partners should increase use
of cement, steel and other materials from low-to-zero emissions
production methods. “Buy clean” procurement policies and increased use of low-
carbon materials in transportation infrastructure will reduce lifecycle emissions in
support of the region’s climate goals.
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Objective: Increase the resilience of infrastructure vulnerable to extreme
weather

Use best available climate data in project design: Transportation partners should
design and build assets relying on the best available data on climate vulnerability and
future projections, to ensure the long-term viability and safety of the region’s
investments. Transportation assets should be built to withstand larger storms and
more severe flooding events that could cause impacts over a project’s lifespan.

Incorporate resilience into transportation planning and programming:
Transportation partners should incorporate resilience into planning processes such as
long-range planning, asset management, and investment prioritization, and
programmers should incorporate resilience criterion into project evaluations and
scoring to further advance resilience investments.

Incorporate green infrastructure when designing projects that manage
stormwater: The region should invest in the construction and maintenance of
bioswales, stormwater detention facilities, permeable pavement, and other green
infrastructure to reduce climate risk and ensure long-term functionality. Combining
green infrastructure alongside gray stormwater infrastructure improvements will
lessen flooding and heat impacts while providing co-benefits like improved air and
water quality, habitat, and quality of life.

Invest in infrastructure at transit stops and stations that protect riders from
extreme weather: The region should expand bus shelters, tree canopy, and other
protective infrastructure to reduce exposure to extreme weather and ensure safe and
reliable transit. Investments that improve transit rider comfort and safety during
extreme temperatures and severe storms are necessary to improve health, safety, and
accessibility.

Improve communication tools for disruptions and preparedness: The region should
assess and improve communication tools to better respond to extreme weather, such
as rerouting traffic and transit during flooding events. Systems that enable
communication between transportation implementers, operators, users, emergency
managers, and neighboring communities are critical to minimizing disruptions and
improving safety.

Objective: Protect and enhance natural resources

Design and maintain assets to reduce stormwater runoff and improve water
quality: Hard surfaces, which prevent rainwater from soaking into the ground, produce
stormwater runoff that pollutes the region’s water bodies. Transportation partners
should minimize the impact of transportation assets by incorporating green
infrastructure when designing projects that manage stormwater. Ongoing operations
and maintenance should follow best practices for snow and ice control to reduce
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water pollution from road salt.

e Minimize infrastructure expansion impacts on natural assets: Transportation and
land use planners should work together to assess and reduce impacts of
transportation infrastructure expansion on wetlands, habitat, and open space.
Applying conservation strategies throughout the planning and design process can
prevent a project from encroaching, fragmenting, and further degrading high-quality
natural assets, which provide regional benefits like recreation, flood reduction, and
groundwater recharge.
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